Utah Congressional Representation

Utah’s representation in the United States Senate is actually pretty simple compared to the
House.

@ How Senate representation works (Utah)

e Every U.S. state—including Utah—has exactly 2 U.S. Senators.

e This rule comes from the United States Constitution (Article I).

e Senators serve 6-year terms, and elections are staggered so both seats aren’t up at the
same time.

Current Utah Senators (as of now)

e Mike Lee
e John Curtis

[ What are their boundaries?

This is the key difference from the House:

o U.S. Senators do NOT have districts
o Each senator represents the entire state of Utah

So:

e Their “boundary” = all of Utah’s state borders
o Every resident of Utah is represented by both senators simultaneously

QE How this differs from the House
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Utah also has representation in the United States House of Representatives:
o Utah is divided into 4 congressional districts
o Each district elects 1 representative

o Those districts have specific geographic boundaries that are redrawn every 10 years (after
the census)

> Example:

e You live in one House district (with one representative)
o But you are represented by both Utah senators statewide

@ Why it’s set up this way

The system was designed as a balance:

o The Senate gives equal power to each state (Utah = California = 2 senators)
e The House gives power based on population

Quick summary

e Utah has 2 U.S. Senators

o They represent the entire state (no districts)
e Terms last 6 years

o Everyone in Utah votes for them statewide

If you want, I can show you how Utah’s 4 House districts are currently drawn (they’re a bit
controversial and interesting).
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